THE RAPTURE.					16.10.2022.			John Iuliano.

LOVING HIS APPEARING.

Aim:	To encourage people to live in the anticipation of the return of the Lord.

Intro:	Early Australian Pentecostals had 5 things they regularly preached. (C.L. Greenwood)
1. The Gospel.
2. The Baptism in the Holy Spirit.
3. Holiness.
4. Healing.
5. The immanent return of the Lord.

Text:	2 Tim 4:8	“Finally, there is a crown of righteousness which the Lord the righteous judge will give to me on that day and not to me only but also to ALL WHO HAVE LOVED HIS APPREARING.”

Intro:	Christians are Kingdom of God people not Kingdom of this world people.
1. We are here for a purpose, to preach the gospel and make disciples.

2. The Bible tells us that before Christ returns, 4 things will happen.
a. A great persecution against Christians.	Matt 24:9-10
“You will be hated by all nations for My Name’s sake.”   V9
b. The love of many will grow cold.		Matt 24:12
	This has happened during Covid.
	He who endures to the end shall be saved.	
c. A great apostasy.   2 Thess 2:3   “That day will not come unless the great falling away comes first…”
i. 1 Tim 4:1-2  “Deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons”.
ii. 2 Tim 3:1, 4:1-5.  Teachers who tell them what they want to hear.
d. The gospel will be preached in all the world as a witness to all nations.
 Matt 24:14.  Great news.

3. We need to live with a consciousness that Jesus is about to come back and LOVE HIS APPEARING.


1. CLASSICAL PENTECOSTALS BELIEVE IN THE RAPTURE OF THE CHURCH.
a. What is the rapture?
i. Rapture comes from a latin word “ Raptura” which means to carry off, to snatch away.
ii. It comes from a verse in 1 Thes 4:17  “Then we who are alive and remain shall BE CAUGHT UP together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air and thus we shall always be with the Lord.
iii. The rapture is part of our beliefs that surround “The Imminent Return of the Lord”.
b. We believe that the rapture occurs before the “Second Coming” of Christ to the Earth to set up His 1000 year reign.
c. Consequently we believe in 2 coming events.
i. The Rapture of the church only for the God Lovers. Jesus comes for His church, His Bride and takes us to be with Him forever.
The Rapture: Christ comes FOR His saints.
ii. The Second Coming of Christ when Christ returns with His saints to set up His millennial kingdom.  Jude 1:14  “….. Behold the Lord comes with 10 thousands (Gk murias = an innumerable number) of His saints.”
The Second Coming: Christs comes WITH His saints.
Note: Re The Great Tribulation.
1. There is reference in the Bible to Tribulations which have occurred over the past 2,000 year. I believe the reference to the tribulation in the “The Olivet Discourse” (Matt 24) refers to what happened to the Jewish people in 70 AD under General Titus. I believe there are multitudes of Christians in tribulation right now.
2. There is reference to 2x3 ½ year periods in the end times. The scope of this message doesn’t cover all the various beliefs around this period.
3. I believe that Christians will be subject to trials and tribulations but not subject to the wrath of God (1 Thess 1:10, 5:9). We are told to expect tribulation. (Jn 16:33)
4. Because of my belief in the imminent return of the Lord, I believe that the rapture occurs before the wrath of God and thus can occur at any time. (Col 3:6, Rev 6:17, 7:9-10) The 7 Trumpet judgements in Rev 8-9 are Wrath of God as are the 7 Bowl judgements of Rev 16.
5. The time line goes something like this.
a. The rapture.
b. The judgements of God upon the earth. Rev 8-16
c. The Marriage supper of the Lamb in Heaven for God’s People. Rev 19:7-9
d. The Return of the Lord with His Saints to the Earth. Rev 19:11-16
e. Satan bound for a 1000 years Rev 20:1-3
f. The Millennial reign of Christ on the Earth. Rev 20:4-6

2. OTHER SCRIPTURES THAT POINT TO A RAPTURE.
a. Jn 14:3		“And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to myself that where I am, there you may be also.” The first introduction to the rapture.
b. 2 Thess 2:1	“…….our gathering together to Him…”
c. Matt 24:40-42 “Then 2 men will be in the field: one will be taken and the other left behind. 2 women will be grinding at the mill: one will be taken and the other left. Watch therefore for you do not know what hour your Lord is coming.”
d. Matt 25:1-13 	The parable of the 10 virgins.   V10” And while they went to buy the bridegroom came and those who were ready went in with him to the wedding and the door was shut.”   V13 “Watch therefore for you know neither the day nor that hour in which the Son of Man is coming.”
e. 1 Cor 15:52-53	  “in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound and the dead will be raised incorruptible and we shall be changed for this corruptible must put on incorruption and this mortal must put on immortality.
f. Rev 7:9-10.  “…. A great multitude that no one can number of all nations, tribes, peoples and tongues and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes and palm branches in their hands. V14 “These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation.”
g. Heb 10:25   “As we see the day approaching”.  


3. THE RAPTURE						THE SECOND COMING.
a. Christ comes to the air.			Christ comes to the earth.
   1 Thess 4:17					Zech 14:4
b. Christ comes for His saints.			Christ comes with His saints.
Jn 6:40						Jude 1:14
c. An event that brings deliverance.		An event that brings judgement.
1 Thess 5:19					2 Thess 2:8-12
d. Can occur at any moment.			Can only occur after certain events.
Lk 12:40					2 Thess 2:4
e. The Day of Jesus Christ.	(6x)		The Day of the Lord.   (29x)
2 Thess 2:2, 1 Cor 1:8, Phil 1:6	   A time of Judgement. 1 Thess 5:1-9
					   At the 2nd coming or just before it.

CONCLUSION.
2 Pet 3:9 “The Lord is not slack concerning His promise…..but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.”

1. God is holding off so that more people can be saved.
2. What is holding you back from making a decision to repent and follow Christ.
3. The Gospel is Christ died for sinners so they can be forgiven and declared righteous.
4. Become a God Lover.
a. When He returns, He will reward the God Lovers and Judge the unrepentant.
b. Respond to His call today.




 
