THE RAPTURE II.			30.10.2022.			John Iuliano.
THE BLESSED HOPE.
Aim: To encourage people to live in the anticipation of Christ’s return.

Text:	Titus 2:11-13    “….looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ.”  Paul calls the rapture “The Blessed Hope.”

Summary of Last Week.      
THE RAPTURE						THE SECOND COMING.
Christ comes to the air.			Christ comes to the earth.
1 Thess 4:17					Zech 14:4
Christ comes for His saints.			Christ comes with His saints.
Jn 6:40						Jude 1:14
An event that brings deliverance.		An event that brings judgement.
1 Thess 5:19					2 Thess 2:8-12
Can occur at any moment.			Can only occur after certain events.
Lk 12:40					2 Thess 2:4
The Day of Jesus Christ.	(6x)		The Day of the Lord.   (29x)
2 Thess 2:2, 1 Cor 1:8, Phil 1:6	   A time of Judgement. 1 Thess 5:1

1. This week we will look at a very important sign amongst the other 4 signs before the rapture.
a. A great persecution against Christians. Matt 24:9-10
b. The love of many will grow cold. Matt 24:12
c. The great falling away. (Gk apostasia = defection from truth) 2 Thess 2:3
i. The goal of the enemy has always and will always be around rebellion and disobedience.
ii. The great apostasy is where truth is distorted and creates rebellion and disobedience without it seeming to be rebellion and disobedience.
d. The gospel will be preached in all nations as a witness.  Matt 24:14
e. The revealing of the “man of sin”.  2 Thess 2:3-12. 

2. Who is The Man of Sin? 2 Thess 2:3-12
a. Paul says 5 things will identify this man
i. He is the son of perdition, demonically inspired. V3
ii. He opposes God and worship. V4
iii. He exalts himself above God. V4
iv. He sits in the temple (Gk naos) of God (the soul of man) demanding the worship that belongs to God. 1 Cor 3:16. We are the temple of God.   V4  
Cf. Is 14:12-15     The fall of Lucifer.   
v. He will be empowered by Satan showing signs, lying wonders and unrighteous deceptions. V9-11
b. Paul says that at the time of writing, this lawlessness was already at work. V7

3. An End-Time Personality.
a. Paul calls him “The Man of Sin, The Son of Perdition, The Lawless One.”  2 Thess:2:3-12.
b. Daniel calls him “The Little Horn with a pompous mouth.”  Dan 7:8, 25.
c. The Apostle John calls him “The Anti-Christ.”  1 Jn 2:18 “….antichrist is coming…even now many antichrists have come….”
d. Some call him the “Beast” in Rev 13:16-18  “the mark or number of the beast 666.”
e. Expect to suffer tribulation (Jn 16:33) but not the wrath of God.  (Rev 6:17, 16:1, 2 Thess 5:9.)
i. When Jesus returns, He will turn everything around.
ii. “The Lord will consume him with the breath of His mouth and destroy Him with the brightness of His coming”.  2 Thess 2:8

4. The Battle is against the Forces of Darkness.
a. The battle has always been against the forces of darkness.  “We wrestle not against flesh and blood but against principalities and powers.” Eph 6:12-13
b. “For this purpose was the son of God manifest to destroy the works of the evil one.” 1 Jn 3:8
c. For the Spirit of the Lord has anointed me to ……… Lk 4:18
i. Preach the gospel.
ii. Heal the broken……hearted.
iii. Proclaim liberty to captives.
iv. Give sight to the blind.
v. Liberty to the oppressed.
vi. Proclaim Freedom (acceptable year of the Lord, the year of Jubilee).
d. In the last days there will be a battle of God against evil.
e. This gospel will be preached with power. As a witness Gk marturion = something with evidence. Not dead preaching, but preaching with power and conviction that Jesus is alive and has defeated the enemy.
f. I’m looking for:	 The coming of Christ not the coming of the Anti-Christ.
The witness of the Church not the persecution of the church.
The power of Believers not the power of the enemy. Mk 16:17

CONCLUSION:      The Door to Heaven is NOW OPEN but is about to close.
a. As it was in the days of Noah, God shut the door.  Matt 24:37.
      Those who were inside, were saved. Those who were outside were lost.
b. Jesus said as much in the parable of the wise and foolish virgins. “And the door was shut” v10. Only the wise ones were allowed into the wedding. Matt 25:1-13.

We have to decide which side we are on.
a. The Lord’s side.		Receive Jesus and look forward to THE BLESSED HOPE.
b. The Enemies side.	Do nothing and it will not be good. 

Ways to interpret the Book of Revelation
Like all books of the Bible, before we can begin to understand it, we need to understand in what genre it was written. Revelation falls into the category of Apocalyptic Literature. However, the first part especially, was written in a particular time and place to particular people and 7 real churches that existed in Asia and is not difficult to understand. It is the remaining chapters that are full of symbolism and prophecy which has led to a variety of approaches in interpretation.
Preterist.	The preterist approach emphasizes the historical context of Revelation and tries to understand it the way John’s audience would have understood it.
Historicist.	Historicists believe that many of the events in the book of Revelation seem to have been fulfilled, particularly in the first century. 
Futurist.	The futurist approach considers most of the book related to future events immediately preceding the return of Christ. This has been the typical Pentecostal approach.
Eclectic.	An eclectic approach attempts to combine all of the above approaches:
· Revelation definitely addresses the first-century Christians directly, so we should read Revelation taking its historical context seriously. Preterist
· Revelation also presents timeless truths for surviving the struggle between good and evil. The visions of Revelation challenge us to forsake our complacency and stay faithful during times of persecution. Historicist
· Revelation also clearly has something to say about events still to come. Some events it describes await future fulfillment (such as the return of Christ). Futurist.



